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the arms of the Liberals, and granted a constitution known as the
Estatuto Real. Palmexston's comment on these events is highly
significant of the point of view from which he regarded all continental
politics. " The triumph oi Maria and the accession of Isabella will
be important events in Europe, and will give great strength to the
Liberal party." l
That party was still further strengthened by the conclusion The
(April 22nd, 1834) of a formal alliance between Great Britain, France, QUJ*d'
Spain, and Portugal. This treaty provided for pint action between ^j^an
the contracting parties for the expulsion of the Infants, Carlos and
Miguel, from Spain and Portugal respectively. Palmerston was
highly elated at the results of his diplomacy : " a capital hit and all
my own doing ". His motives are clearly revealed in the following
letter to his brother, William Temple : " I reckon this to be a great
stroke* In the first place it will settle Portugal, and go some way to
settle Spain also. . . . But, what is of more permanent and extensive
importance, it establishes a Quadruple Alliance among the constitu-
tional States of the West, which will serve as a powerful counterpoise
to the Holy Alliance of the East. . . . I should like to see Mettermch's
face when he reads our treaty." The sting was in the tail. The
Infants were to be expelled from Spain, less for the advantage of the
Spaniards and the Portuguese than as a counterstroke to the Eastern
Courts. In its immediate aim the alliance was undeniably effective,
In May, 1834, Dom Miguel agreed, by the Treaty of Evora, to leave
Portugal and renounce his claim to the throne, and in June Don
Carlos retired to England. All this was the effect, in Palmerston's
view, of his diplomacy. " Nothing ever did so well as the Quadruple
Treaty ; it has ended a war which might otherwise have lasted
months." The military situation was all in favour of the Infants,
" but the moral effect of the treaty cowed them all ".2
It did not cow them for long. On the dismissal of the Melbourne
Government in November, 1834, Palmerston congratulated himself
on the results of his four years' work. " Portugal is settled ; Spain
is safe ; Belgium cannot be ruined, though they may cripple it by
putting high duties on the Scheldt." As regards Belgium and
Portugal he had warrant for his satisfaction ; as regards Spam it was
premature. With the details of the civil war in Spain, with the
alternating successes of Carhsts and Chnstinos, this work cannot
concern itself. One point, however, demands notice. Between
Palmerston and the Orleanist regime in France there had never been
complete accord. As compared with the Courts of Berlin, Vienna,
and St. Petersburg that of Louis Philippe was " Liberal," and, there-
fore, worthy of encouragement from the Whig rulers of England.
1 To W. Temple, October 8th, 1833. William Temple was British Envoy at
Naples, 1832-1856.
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